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PenFed Joins National Defense University in Honoring CIA
NDU gala pays tribute to men and women of the CIA
ALEXANDRIA, Va., Nov. 13, 2015— PenFed Credit Union senior executives and
members of the board of directors joined the National Defense University Foundation for
its annual American Patriot Award gala in Washington, D.C., recently. This year’s event
honored the men and women of the Central Intelligence Agency, and drew more than 500
diplomatic, military, government and civilian guests. The NDU Foundation American
Patriot Award recognizes exceptional leaders who dedicate their lives to enhancing human
security and global stability.
“The quiet, often unseen work done by the men and women of the CIA may not always be
the stuff of spy novels, but the agency’s role in national and global security is larger than
life,” said Ed Cody, chairman of the board at PenFed Credit Union. “We were very pleased to
join our partners at the NDU Foundation in honoring this special group of American
patriots.”
CIA Director John O. Brennan accepted the award on behalf of those who serve in the
Agency. The shared history between the National Defense University and the CIA’s service
reaches back nearly 70 years to the National War College tenure of pioneering intelligence
analyst Sherman Kent. The doctrine and partnerships Kent helped establish in 1947—
between intelligence officers, diplomats and military leaders—set in motion a legacy of
joint military, interagency and multinational cooperation.
“PenFed is proud to support the NDU Foundation in its many important endeavors,” said
Angela Patel, senior vice president at PenFed Credit Union and member of the NDU
Foundation board of directors. “We have a common mission, rooted in the support of our
nation’s defenders, and a common goal—recognition of their countless sacrifices and
accomplishments. How very appropriate; to honor the men and women of the CIA with the
American Patriot Award at yet another spectacular event.”
Tribute speakers honoring the award recipients included Sir Peter Westmacott, KCMG,
LVO, British Ambassador to the United States; the Honorable Lisa O. Monaco, Assistant to
the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism; and the Honorable Doctor
Michael Vickers, former Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence.
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Recent past recipients of the American Patriot Award include the men and women of the
National Guard; Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton; the men and women of Special
Operations Command; and Senators John McCain and Joseph Lieberman.
For more information about the event, please visit http://www.patriot-award.org.
About PenFed Credit Union
Established in 1935 as the War Department Credit Union, PenFed Credit Union is one of
the largest credit unions in the country, serving 1.4 million members worldwide; with $19
billion in assets. Its long-standing mission has been to provide superior financial services in
a cost effective manner, while being responsive to members’ needs. PenFed Credit Union
offers market-leading mortgages, automobile loans, credit cards, checking, and a wide
range of other financial services with its members’ interests always in mind. PenFed Credit
Union serves a diverse population, and no military service is required to join. We offer
many paths to membership, including numerous employee groups and association
affiliations. It’s easy to apply. We invite you to come see why you belong at PenFed Credit
Union. PenFed Credit Union is federally insured by the NCUA and is an equal housing
lender. To learn more about PenFed Credit Union, visit PenFed.org, like us on Facebook
and follow us @PenFed on Twitter. Interested in working for PenFed? Check us out on
Linkedin. We are proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer: M/F/V/D.
###

Page 2 of 2

